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REGIONAL HOSPITALS — FUNDING 

318. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record $37 billion investment in hospitals right across 
Western Australia, including funding for the Peel Health Campus, which was completely neglected for eight and 
a half years by the Liberal–National government. Can the minister outline to the house what this government’s 
investment in regional hospitals means for patients in regional Western Australia? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question, and it is a very good one. There is a truism that Labor governments always 
invest more and look after people’s health more, and that is as true to say in the metropolitan area as it is in the 
regions. We know what this sorry bunch did in relation to royalties for regions. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, it is a wall of noise. I want to hear the answer, and I am sure that you do too. 
Mr R.H. COOK: We know what this sorry bunch opposite did in relation to royalties for regions. Millions of 
dollars were utilised unstrategically, and now we have this dreadful situation of people in important parts of our 
state needing more investment in their health. You would have thought that, after eight and a half years, the 
previous government would have looked after them. I want to talk about two particular projects. Peel Health 
Campus was one of the hospitals identified by the Sustainable Health Review interim report as one of those areas 
of our health system that needs a little bit more attention and care. There is a growing population in that area, and 
the hospital itself, quite frankly, is continuing to struggle to deal with the strains of demand in that area. We would 
have thought that, given that the electorate of the previous Minister for Health sat alongside that hospital — 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr R.H. COOK: You would have thought that this hospital would have been looked after, but when we go back 
and look at when the last major investment was made in the Peel Health Campus, what do we see? Well might we 
ask. It was $3 million in 2007, under the previous Labor government. For eight and a half years the Barnett 
government continued to neglect this hospital, and now we see the new member for Dawesville coming in and 
harping on about how we should invest in the hospital. When he was a senior member of the Barnett government 
staff, not a brass razoo was spent. We will invest in Peel Health Campus, and I am very proud to say that we will 
invest an initial $4.4 million to build on this government’s commitment to support services at Peel Health Campus. 
That will go into improving the car park for visitors and staff, and CCTV to improve the security arrangements. 
We will be having more conversations with the Department of Health on other needs in relation to that hospital. 
I want to talk about another hospital that you would have thought, with a local member as active and as purposeful 
as the member for Geraldton, would not be lacking for investment by the previous Barnett government. After eight 
and a half years, we are again prompted to look for the last significant investment in Geraldton Regional Hospital. It 
may or may not come as a surprise to members to hear that we have to go back to 2001, when $35 million was 
invested in that hospital by the Gallop government. That was to rebuild the whole hospital from its 1960s concept at 
that point. That was topped up further by the Carpenter government and was opened by the Carpenter government in 
May 2006. 
One of my early visits to Geraldton as the shadow Minister for Health was informed by the anticipation of the staff 
at Geraldton about stage 2 of the Geraldton Regional Hospital upgrades. The anticipation was palpable as they 
discussed the changes that the government was going to continue to make at that hospital to ensure that it continued 
to meet the needs of that community. Eight and a half years later, how much do members think was invested in that 
hospital? Nothing! I am very pleased to say that the McGowan Labor government will ensure that the Geraldton 
region has upgrades to its hospital to meet the needs of that community. The $73.3 million investment will continue 
to ensure that the hospital has an expanded emergency department and critical care unit, an acute psychiatric unit and 
a mental health short-stay unit, and essential engineering services upgrades to existing infrastructure. 
A member interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: Do not worry, member! There is more! 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I hope this is a very quick answer. 
Mr R.H. COOK: We will also continue to improve mental health services in the area by a $10.2 million 
investment into community mental health for a 10-bed step up, step down facility, plus $4.3 million of recurrent 
funding to ensure that that facility has all the resources it needs. 
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It is true to say that a Labor government invests in health, unlike the utterances from the Leader of the Opposition. 
It is also true to say that the only way to ensure that royalties for regions continues to invest in the regions is to 
have a Labor government. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: The member for North West Central wanted to know when it will start. It starts now. I call you 
to order for the first time. 
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